THE   END   OP   THE  CONVENTION
As a result of compulsory service, the armies now received un-
limited supplies of recruits and became greatly superior in num-
bers to the armies of the coalition states, which, being composed
entirely of volunteers, were small, very costly, and so difficult to
recruit that the Governments recommended the generals not to
expose them to unnecessary risks. The French generals, who had
enjoyed very rapid advancement, were young, enterprising, and
prompt to take the offensive - profitable tactics at that time, when
troops advancing at the double had nothing to check their advance
but arms that took a long time to discharge and were of low
efficiency, such as flint-locks and muzzle-loading bronze cannon.
The troops manoeuvred much more rapidly then, for they were
not hampered with baggage, and could, when necessary, obtain
food by requisitioning3 and bivouac at night under the open sky.
The enemy was soon driven out of France, and the French,
following in pursuit, occupied Belgium and the left bank of the
Rhine. These rapid successes, which were attributed to the valour
of the French, exalted the national pride. The Government,
reviving Richelieu's formula, extended French territory as far as
the 'natural frontiers' by annexing all the regions to the west of
the Rhine and the Alps.
When, in pursuit of the war against the Coalition, the French
armies invaded Holland, Italy, and Switzerland, the occupied
territory beyond the frontiers was organized in republics on the
model of the French Republic and governed by the partisans of
France. As many as six of these republics were set up between
1795 and 1798, under names revived from antiquity, such as the
Batavian, Helvetic, Ligurian, and Roman Republics.
jend of the convention
The danger of invasion having been removed by 1794, the Con-
vention desired the end of 'Revolutionary government3 and the
Terror, The supreme power was at that time in the hands of
Robespierre, who was very popular with the people of Paris (and
had been nicknamed by them 'the Incorruptible5) on account of
his simple way of living and his speeches on behalf of people in the
humbler walks of life. He was overthrown by a coalition between
the dissentient members of his own party and the opponents of
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